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Principal’s Report
Vale – Sandy Porteous
Sandy Porteous, teacher at Manjimup SHS for 14 years and educator with the Department of Education
for 37 years recently passed away. The many students he taught over the years benefited from Sandy’s
wisdom, understanding and patience. He always had students’ best interests at heart and contributed to
numerous extra curricula activities. He regularly took on the role of photographer at events such as the
School Ball and Graduation. Sandy touched the lives of many students and made an outstanding
contribution at Manjimup SHS. He battled a long and debilitating illness and is now at peace. Our sincere
sympathy to his wife Susanne and to his extended family.
Retirement - Vicki Hansen
After nine years as Manager Corporate Services, Vicki Hansen recently retired. Her dedication to the
school has been impressive and her ‘can do’ approach has resulted in most areas of the school being
refurbished. Her ability for obtaining funding for school projects resulted in the improvement to school
facilities. Vicki was well respected for her expertise in financial planning and monitoring and for building
the capacity of the school support staff. We wish Vicki well with her busy retirement plans.
Crunch Time
It’s that time of the year when Year 12 students are focusing on finishing the requirements of ATAR, VET
and General courses. Attending Wednesday 25th period and Tuesday afternoon study sessions in the
library is a good way of committing to homework and revision time. Weekend study days will be offered in
the lead up to Semester Two exams. Look out for the dates and times when Ms Wrack advertises them.
Semester Two Year 11 Exams
The first round of exams will be conducted from 22nd – 25th September and the second round are from
18th – 20th November.
Semester Two Year 12 Exams
Exams start Friday 25th September and continue through the first week of the school holidays until Friday
2nd October. This includes the Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday on Monday 28th September. Year 12
students are reminded that these are essential preparation for the external ATAR examinations and their
exam feedback provides guidance for revision study.
ONLA Testing
The next round of OLNA testing for students in Years 10-12 will take place between 31st August to 4th
September. Students must pass the tests in Reading, Writing and Numeracy by the end of Year 12 in
order to graduate. Students who obtain a Band 8 in NAPLAN or who pass in previous tests are exempt
from sitting future tests. The tests are administered twice a year in March and September.
Graduation
Year 12 Graduation will be held in the school gymnasium on Thursday 19th November. Family and friends
are most welcome to attend and detailed information including any COVID-19 implications will be given to
Year 12 students soon.

School Board
At the last meeting on 30th June the Board went on a tour of the School Farm, with Agriculture specialist
Matt Ryan providing members with information about Agriculture courses in Years 7-12 and the activities
that students are engaged in. Members undertook Training Module Two, reviewed the current Business
Plan and the school financials. A change to the current Funding Agreement with the Department of
Education was endorsed. Long term Board members Vicki Hansen (9 years) and Lynn Daubney (10
years) were farewelled.
Home Work Group
This opportunity is available to all students in the school and is run in the Library every Tuesday and
Thursday from 3.30-4.30pm. Teachers are available to support students’ complete homework and
assignments.
New P&C Committee
At the last P&C Meeting the following committee was elected for 2020:
President
Regine Dumpert
Vice President
Kim Crotty
Secretary
Victoria Shields
Treasurer
Sharmain Hort
Finance Advisor Franzine Karamfiles
Next P&C Meeting
The next meeting is Thursday 20th August in the High School Staff Room. All parents, carers and
guardians are welcome to attend.
COVID 19
We must remain vigilant about the threat of this virus which could become part of our lives at any time.
Please continue to reinforce regular hand washing with soap and water, hand sanitising, coughing or
sneezing into elbows and placing used tissues into the bin. We continue to supply hand sanitiser in
classrooms and clean high touch surfaces throughout the day.
Please spread some kindness around, celebrate something positive every day and make time to care for
yourself. I hope the remainder of Term 3 is rewarding for all members of our school community.
Kerry Mather
Principal

Big Picture Program
The students have all began working on new or previous projects.
Finlay has really become involved in his new project. He is wanting to learn how to do
video edits. He has soured a camera off Mr Hart and is using this to take videos.
Mason has been very busy sourcing parts for his Go-Kart. He is building this from an
old ride on lawnmower.
The students are all being asked to log on and practice for their OLNA tests.
Each morning all the students spend the first period writing a
journal entry. It’s amazing to see how much the students writing
skills are improving each day.
We had our first excursion this term. The local police and 4
students from Big Picture went to collect some
wood. The students have built a fire pit outside
and need wood to get it going. They also
decided that it would be great to get the indoor
fire going so we don’t have to use the heater.
The students had such a great morning they all
came back very tired.

Keith has been very productive in the kitchen. He has cooked carbonara with Mrs
Hill. We all sat down and enjoyed lunch together. It was delicious however after the
first mouthful we needed the fire extinguisher to put out the heat in our mouths from
the amount of pepper he put in. Keith then worked with Lara and cooked up a feast
on Friday. Together they cooked lasagne.
Last week Vikki set up a mock jury duty
task. All the students had evidence that
they had to look over and decide if the
evidence proved them guilty or not guilty.
We then had to vote. Three students
believed they were not guilty so then we
had to deliberate and see if we could come
to a unanimous decision. We discussed it for over 30 minutes but
we couldn’t all come to a decision.
Vikki Shields
Education Assistant

Science
This term in Science, the year 10 course 2 class are learning about energy. To show how energy can be
transferred and transformed, Ms Kidner's class built catapults and entered into three challenges to test the
power, accuracy and distance their catapult could achieve. The winners took home the remaining
projectiles (marshmallows). In a few weeks, these students will put their knowledge of energy to the test
by building energy efficient houses.
Tamra Kidner
Science Teacher

Photography
Year 11 Photography
The Year 11s worked extremely well last term and produced some amazing perfume advertisements.
Students followed a design process and worked practically using a studio set-up to develop their
advertisements. Well done Year 11s!
Brody Hart
Photography Teacher

Art
Tendrils—Watercolour on paper
This self-portrait was created to reflect
the way pressure and expectations
affect my mental and emotional states.
Braiding has connotations of love as an
act of service, this painting aims to
subvert this, the hair pulled tightly
causes tension and pain.
I wanted to explore the way benevolent
intentions can still have damaging
consequences.
The different directions the hair is being
pulled
reflect
uncertainty
and
confusion,
due
to
contrasting
expectations, choices and pressures.
The tightly knitted sweater has started
unravelling, mirroring the mental
deterioration and emotional states.

Year 11 student Amara Sinclair-Hill, studies ATAR
Visual Art via the School of Isolated and Distance
Education. Her water colour on paper was selected
for the META exhibition at Central TAFE.
What a fantastic effort by Amara!
The full catalogue can be found at
https://www.gallerycentral.com.au/meta-2/

Building and Construction
Joss Wrack and James Isles complete their brick paving
exercise
Jayden Doust and Nicholas Gleeson MIG welding
Jayden Doust haunches his brick paving

Denva-le Ballard Smith and
Rabia Choolun
complete their chicken coop

Nicholas Reggio completes his
Dog Kennel

Daniel Frankland completing his
brick laying exercise
Joss Wrack laying bricks
Certificate in Furniture Making
Chest construction
Charlie Waidemann and
his completed chest
construction

Cadets
In week 2 the cadets went on a camp to Frog Song Farm to help
revegetate farmland to allow animals to go from one part of bushland to
another safely.
We planted a total of 1500 trees in that time. We also made jaffles on
the campfire, went spotlighting and saw possums, owls and a sleeping
magpie. We played spotlight and frisbee.
We all enjoyed ourselves and were grateful to Neil and Tracey for
allowing us to stay on their farm.
Cadets building tree guards and
planting 1500 native seedlings such
as Jarrah, Acacia and Banksia

Ashlee Chapman

Cadets cooking
lunch on
campfire.

Cadets debriefing with Neil and Tracey from Frog
Song Farm

Our WA Flag was looking a bit run down
and when we asked for a new one, Terry
Redman came and presented me with a
new WA flag for our school.
We had the opportunity to ask him some
questions about his work in politics, and I
showed him how to fold the flag properly.
MLA Terry Redman presenting
Craig Larsen from MSHS
Cadets with a new WA Flag.

He told us some history of the flag and why
the swan faces to the flagpole.
Craig Larsen

Community Notices
Has your child had a growth spurt…..
We are in desperate need of donations of MSHS
school uniforms that your child has grown
out of. Our supply is getting very low.
Any donations can be left at the front office.
MENTORS DRIVERS URGENTLYNEEDED!!
The RYDE Program exists to help young people obtain their 50 driving hours with a driving mentor if
they are finding it difficult to get their hours up or they don’t have a suitable vehicle.
Mentors will need to have a Current Working with Children Check and have had their licence for 4
years.
We really need mentors to keep this program in Manjimup. Please contact Semara Murphy on
0419730550 to enquire about mentoring for young people in town.

P: (08) 9285 8100
W: www.behaviourtonics.com.au
PO Box 1431, WEST LEEDERVILLE WA 6901
352D Cambridge St (Entrance off Simper St), WEMBLEY WA 6014
1-2-3 Magic and Emotion Coaching Parent Course
To help manage difficult behaviour in children, calmly and effectively. Learn how to use empathy so kids begin to identify their
emotions and become better at managing them. This enables them
to take more responsibility for their own behaviour.
Face to face – Tue 25th Aug, 1st & 8th Sept, 7 – 9pm in Wembley.
$180pp or $320 for 2.
Live webinar – Wed 9th , 16th & 23rd Sept, 7 – 8.30pm. $260 per
household (up to 2 people)
PARENTS WILL LEARN
The two approaches to parenting.
How to discipline without arguing, yelling or smacking.
How to handle kids testing behaviour.
How to show empathy while developing emotional
intelligence in your child.
How to teach and encourage positive behaviour, social skills
and independence.
How to strengthen the relationship with your child.
How to manage obnoxious behaviour.

NO SCAREDY CATS PARENT COURSE –Reducing anxiety and building
resilience skills in 2-12 year old children.
Mon 10th, 17th & 24th August, 7-8.30pm via live webinar. $160 for up
to 2 people.
PARENTS WILL LEARN
An overview of how a well-honed theory of parenting (what
you need to repeatedly do) can assist parents to manage
children’s worries.
Coverage of how some misguided policies are making parents
and children more anxious.
The brain, including how the pre-frontal middle cortex and the
amygdala operate, and where fear and anxiety originates.
Commonly misused phrases and cognitive distortions used by
children and their peers.
A helicopter view of what risks we can allow and which require
us to keep children safe.
‘Traps and trip wires’: what to do when a child’s amygdala
starts to play-up.
Memorable strengthening sayings, questioning strategies and
mindfulness exercises.

TUNING IN TO TEENS Parenting Workshop
A FREE 6 SESSION PARENTING PROGRAM FOR PARENTS OF
CHILDREN AGED 11 -16
WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN HOW TO:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Communicate with your teen more effectively?
Learn how to Emotion Coach your teen through those difficult emotions?
Help to prevent behaviour problems in your teen?
Help your teen develop coping skills, resilience and emotional intelligence?
Guide your teen around problem solving and managing conflict.
Create a stronger and more positive relationship with your child

EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE (EQ) MAY BE A BETTER PREDICTOR OF ‘SUCCESS’ THAN IQ!
Where:

Blackwood Youth Action - 33 Steere Street, BRIDGETOWN

When:

17th August, 2020 and every Monday following, for 6 weeks.

Time:

6.00pm – 8.00pm

Cost:
FREE with supper provided
Register: call Lisa on 0400939266
Email:

bya@westnet.com.au

