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Principal’s Report
Welcome back to the 2021 school year! Despite a brief delay, the school year has started extremely well
with a smooth start for staff and students alike. This year we welcome our new staff and students commencing their journey with us at Manjimup SHS; we acknowledge the importance of the support of our
community and our partnership with families.
I would like to commend our students for the manner in which they managed 2020 and look forward to a
new year with fewer impacts on our community as we move beyond our delayed start to the school year.
I am excited to be leading such an amazing school and look forward to working with you all into the future
to ensure that MSHS continues to provide an outstanding education for all students, and supports your
children to a successful pathway beyond their time at MSHS, whatever that may be…
Ben Lagana

2020 Results
We continue to celebrate Manjimup SHS’s ability to produce outstanding results for students leaving our
school. We are very proud of our 2020 Year 12 Leavers. The Year 12 cohort achieved a Median ATAR of
80.5, our best result in 3 years, confirming Manjimup SHS’s reputation as one of the top performing regional schools in the ATAR space. In addition to this, the completion rate of our Vocational students was
exceptional and is a testament to those involved in supporting these students. This extends to the local
businesses that host our students for Work Place Learning ensuring they are prepared for the transition to
life beyond school.
Attendance
It is important that children attend school every day. At school, many concepts are taught in sequence.
Missing school means missing out on learning- which can often make it difficult to catch up later. Going to
school every day helps children learn the important life skill of ‘showing up’ - at school, at work, to sport
and other commitments. If your child is sick or unwell, a written note, phone call or text message must be
provided to the school. Birthdays, family holidays or non-urgent appointments are not valid reasons. A student missing one day a fortnight equates to 20 days per year and an overall sum of 1.5 years from PP to
Year 12.
Mobile Phones
In 2020 the Minister for Education introduced the expectation that mobile phones are “off and away all
day”. At Manjimup SHS we have been pleased by the level of support shown by students and parents in
supporting this position. We will continue to enforce this expectation and we trust that you will reinforce
and remind students that mobile phones are not to be used during the school day.
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If parents wish to contact their child during the school day, parents can call the school and we can pass a
message to them. Please reinforce the message that their mobile phone needs to be away or it will be
confiscated and returned at the end of the day, for an initial breach; repeat offenders will require a parent
to collect the phone so that we can discuss the repeated breaches of this policy.
P&C Meetings
The P&C meet twice a term in the staff room (Thursdays of Week 3 and 7). The P&C play an invaluable
role in supporting students at MSHS and we are in desperate need of new members to join the team. We
have a solid group of office bearers but would welcome new members to provide some new ideas and a
sustainable sized group into the future.

Year Coordinators
Year Coordinators monitor the progress of the students in their year groups and focus on developing leadership skills. Please contact your Year Coordinator if you would like to discuss any aspect of your child’s
education.
Year 7

Nikki Hill

9771 3429

Year 8

Kellie Anson

9771 3423

Year 9

Jess Columbus

9771 3423

Year 10

Suzi Giblett

9771 3428

Year 11/12 VET Pathway Coordinator

Natasha Gibbs

9771 3415

Year 11/12 ATAR Pathway Coordinator

Julie Wrack

9771 3419
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Term 2 resumes for students on Tuesday 20th April

Secondary Assistance Scheme
The Secondary Assistance Scheme (SAS) is available to eligible Parent/Guardians that have one of the
following:


Department of Human Services Health Care Card



Department of Human Services Pensioner Concession Card



Veterans’ Affairs Pensioner Concession Card

SAS is an allowance consisting of two components;
$115 Clothing Allowance paid directly to the parent/guardian or the school
$235 Education Program Allowance paid directly to the school

If you are eligible please complete an application form, available at the school’s front office or on
our website.
APPLICATIONS CLOSE THURSDAY 1st APRIL 2021

School Fees

As we enter the 2021 school year, we will be arranging for account statements to be sent
home asking parents and carers to pay their outstanding voluntary contributions and charges.
Manjimup Senior High School (MSHS) relies on parents and carers to contribute towards their
child’s schooling to be able to continue to offer the opportunities that are being presented to
students.
As part of our financial planning each year, we budget to receive voluntary contributions together with all
outstanding charges. With these funds, we are able to continue to deliver the outstanding sporting programs, exciting opportunities in vocational education programs and supply the resources that ensure the
students of our community are provided with an array of opportunities during their schooling with us.
Unfortunately, the ‘bucket’ of money isn’t bottomless and therefore, contributions from parents and carers
will go a long way to supporting the school and the programs we are putting in place. MSHS understands
that not all families face the same financial circumstances, particularly with the added impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic, so we offer payment options and some flexibilities to allow parents and carers to
pay school contributions and charges the best way that meets their needs. If you are having difficulties
paying your account, please do not hesitate to contact us for a confidential discussion by telephoning (08)
9771 3400.

Circus Skills Workshop
At the end of Term 4 last year, Year 8 and 9 Drama students were very fortunate to attend a circus performance and workshop with Ricochet Circus as part of the 2020 Cherry Festival. The students had a great
deal of fun and learned new skills. Thanks to Ms Reynolds for braving the heat and joining us at the Timber Park to help with supervision and for taking these great photos!
Mr Kleine-Deters

Year 11 General Psychology
The Humanities and Social Sciences learning area has welcomed our first class of Year 11 General Psychology students in 2021. The course allows students to delve into the world of psychology by looking at
personality, intelligence, growth and development, external influences on human behaviour, communication and scientific method among other topics!
So far, students have explored the brain and its impact on behaviour, thought and emotion by exploring
the effects of hormones, exercise, drugs and heredity. In the coming weeks students will explore the
methods & ethics involved in the research that underpins the field of psychology.
Recently, to revise their understanding of the main components of the brain and their function, students
were tasked with constructing an annotated Play Doh brain. Equal parts
revision and fun, students produced some impressive models.
Mrs Kellie Anson

Abbey Wilson & Mackenzie Beebe

Katie Taylor & Emily Wilson

Precious Lundberg & Hilary
Ladhams

Work Place Learning
In week 3 the Year 12’s went out for the first block of Workplace Learning (WPL) of 2021.
The ongoing support of local business is essential to the development
of our student’s employable skills in their final years of schooling. The
skills local business teach our students and the feedback they provide
are an essential part of the Workplace Learning Program, and we are
very lucky in Manjimup to have such supportive local business committed to helping our students.
For students going on to further education, industry experience gives
them the ability to make informed decisions when selecting courses.
Year 12 student, Ali Amiri, has already impressed this year, further developing his skills during WPL. Ali moved to Australia with his family
from Pakistan in 2019, after only starting to learn English in 2017. Ali is
now proficient and confident enough to carry out work placements. Ali
is on his second placement at Manjimup Toyota and Service Manager,
Richard Behre, has informed us he has seen a great improvement in
Ali’s confidence and English since Ali was first placed there in August
2020. Well done Ali and keep up the good work!
The next opportunity for WPL will be for Year 11 students in Week 7. Students interested need to nominate their preferences now.
Ms Tierney

Miss Kidner’s Science Class
Year 9 Science – Consumer Testing
Ms Kidner’s Year 9 classes have been learning how to conduct experiments and write a scientific report.
Last week they tested out their ability to write a clear method by writing instructions for Ms Kidner to make
a jam sandwich. This turned out to be harder than it first seemed. This week, they investigated which lemonade is the preferred brand. After testing, groups analysed their results and drew a conclusion – most
found that the Schweppes and Kirks original were the best lemonades.
Pictured: The two year 9 classes testing the different lemonade
brands.

School Nurse
Welcome back returning families of MSHS and welcome to those new to the school.
My name is Dalene Read and I am the school nurse allocated to MSHS, MPS and MESC. There are actually three nurses that cover all the schools in the Warren Blackwood area. We cover far and wide from
Boyup Brook, Walpole, Northcliffe, Pemberton, Bridgetown, Kirup, Balingup and Nannup.
Thank you to the parents that have returned updated new medical advice or action plans, for their children
with additional medical needs. All staff files have been updated and staff awareness posters are up. Staff
had an update on asthma and anaphylaxis training prior to the start of school. Some staff have also completed additional diabetes awareness and first aid training.
A reminder that a copy of a student’s Immunisation History Statement is a requirement of enrolment at all
schools. These are available through Medicare online/MyGov. Despite having sent out reminder letters we
still have some new families that are yet to provide these. If I can be of assistance with this, please give
me a call and I will help you out. Immunisation status is necessary so that if there
were an outbreak of a disease, like measles for example, we would be able to identify
those not fully immunised that may need to be excluded from school.

School Nurse
It has been a busy start to the year from a school health perspective, with the first
round of the Year 7 school based immunisation program already having been
completed on Wednesday. I would like to extend a big thank you to all the parents
for returning the consent forms this year, you were amazing in helping us achieve
a 100% return rate.

Please be aware that SCHOOL STAFF DO NOT SUPPLY MEDICATION TO STUDENTS. If your child
requires medication whilst at school you will be contacted and asked to bring some for them. For this reason, if your child does occasionally require Panadol or antihistamines for mild seasonal allergies, it would
be worth ensuring that your child carries a dose of this medication in their school bag. The erratic weather
has seen some students complain of headaches on the sudden hot days and they have presented requesting Panadol. We do generally find that these students are the ones who did not bring a water bottle
to school and are more than likely dehydrated. Parents, please remind students to pack water every day.

The Year 10 immunisation forms have been sent out but at this stage we haven’t scheduled a date. I will
keep you posted on this. We usually do the 10’s a bit later as they are not as diligent at returning their paperwork.

The first group of Year 11 students have already attended our RISK day (Risk Intervention to Save our
Kids) offsite, and learnt a great deal about risk taking behaviours (including drug and alcohol use), brain
development (which explains some of our teenagers poor choices), looking after a mate, safe driving and
mental health. It was a full on day, with guest speakers from our local hospital, police and St John Ambulance service. It is not quite what our usual RISK day looks like, as previously it would include a scenario
at the hospital’s Emergency department, but due to COVID we have had to alter the format somewhat. A
highlight of the day was the police bringing their riot gear for the students to ‘play’ with. The students had
some fun seeing how effective the body armour/vests were on, while they hit each other with the batons!

School Nurse
Finally, for those that may not be aware of what school health services offer, this is just some areas where
I may be of some assistance to families;
Information and support to students (and their families) to help them make informed decisions about
their health, wellbeing and development.
School-based immunisation programs.
Providing a first point of contact for health care for students – not your general first aid though, school
staff provide this.
Referral to other health professionals if required.
Working with teachers to support health education sessions.
Student health and wellbeing programs.
Health assessments for vision, hearing and development, if required.
Helping school staff and parents develop health care plans for students with special needs (such as
chronic disease, physical disability or other complex health conditions).
Parenting advice.
I look forward to working with your students in some capacity while at MSHS. Please don’t hesitate to contact me at the school if I can be of some assistance.
I work Monday – Thursday (not always on site), my office phone number is 9771 3411.

Community Notices

2021
4/5s

8/9s

6/7s

AUSKICK

Training: Starts Thursday 4th
March 4.30pm–5.30pm
Registrations: Thursdays 4th and
11th 4.30-5.30pm (followed by a
Sausage Sizzle)
All registered players will be gifted
a Southerners warmup shirt
GO SOUTHS!

Community Notices

St George’s College is a welcoming
and diverse community which provides accommodation for regional,
rural, metro, interstate and international students studying at UWA,
Curtin, Notre Dame, Murdoch and
Edith Cowan Universities. The College will be open between 9am and
2pm on Sunday 28th March for Open
Day so come along for a tour and to
meet our residents. You are also welcome to join us for breakfast between 9 and 10am.
For more information and to register
for breakfast go to
https://stgc.uwa.edu.au/openday
Can’t make it that weekend? book a
tour at a time that suits you via our
web page
https://stgc.uwa.edu.au/book-a-tour,
email admin@stgc.uwa.edu.au or
call 9449 5555

Community Notices

Catholic Families,
St Joseph's Parish is offering the
Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, First Eucharist and Confirmation.
Dates as follows:
Reconciliation - Saturday May 29
First Eucharist - Sunday May 30
Confirmation Year 6 and 7 in 2021
(2022 will revert to year 6 students)
Saturday August 7
6.00pm Manjimup
Sunday August 8
8.30 am Pemberton
All families are welcome.
If you are interested or would like
more information please contact:
Father Edwin Ocho: 0421 868 590
email: edwinocho@gmail.com
or
Ann Kezich – 9772 3124
(evenings)

TIGERS FOOTBALL CLUB
JUNIOR TRAINING & REGISTRATION NIGHT
Auskick (PP – yr 3), Year 4/5s, Year 6/7s & Year 8/9s
will commence training and registrations on
Wednesday 3rd March, 2021 at Rae Park,
MANJIMUP from 4.30pm – 5.30pm.
Sausage sizzle following training and registrations
All existing and new players are most welcome.
Any queries please contact Kim on 0427 724 243 or manjimuptigers@westnet.com.au

Community Notices

